CASCADE

Catastrophic shifts in drylands:

How can we prevent
ecosystem degradation?

THE CASCADE PROJECT

How can we protect the land a
fire and grazing pressures?
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We consid

of plants, with some grazing to reduce risk of
fires. The soil is fertile and stable.

What happens if When the land is
there are too many abandoned the risk of
sheep or goats in a fire increases. How
small area? Is there can we prevent that?
enough for them to Is the vegetation going
eat so that the land to recover after the

is not damaged? fire?

We consider this degraded. There are spaces
between plants. Sheep or goats have eaten many
plants, leaving some that are thorny or have a bad
taste. The soil is eroded or compacted, and may
not recover.

CASCADE researchers are carrying out
experiments to learn more about how to keep
the land healthy and productive

Now we need your help.....

# What areas do you consider degraded or
healthy?

# What are the main problems?

# What are the solutions?

We also consider this to be degraded land. Fire has
removed all the plants and left the bare soil, to

wash away during rain storms

The CASCADE project is financed by the European Commission FP7 program, ENV.2011.2.1.4-2 - ‘Behaviour of ecosystems, thresholds and tipping points’,
EU Grant agreement: 283068. Starting date: 1 Jan 2012, ending date 30-06-2017. Duration 66 months.

Contact information:

Project website: www.cascade-project.eu

Project leader: Dr. Violette Geissen - violette.geissen@wur.nl

Project coordinator: Dr. Rudi Hessel - rudi.hessel@wur.nl

Communication: Dr. Nichola Geeson - nicky.geeson@googlemail.com

EU Scientific Officer: Sofie van de Woestijne -Sofie. VANDEWOESTIJNE@ec.europa.eu

Disclaimer

The full CASCADE project disclaimer and copyright notice can be found at: http://tinyurl.com/cascade-disclaimer or on the CASCADE website.
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